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GTO of the Month
PART II – The Search Is On or How I Got My Own Goat!
By Marty Howard
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Besides purchasing a brand new ’67 4-4-2, the only other muscle car I have ever
owned is my ’69 GTO. I bought the 4-4-2 at the end of 1966 when you actually
ordered a car the way you wanted it and you didn’t mind waiting months for
delivery! Black convertible, black top and yellow interior, 4-speed, no power
anything, 456 gears. I used to race it every weekend at Englishtown Raceway in
New Jersey. Before I left for the strip, I packed my slicks in the trunk, opened the
“plumber pipes” and the Olds stayed this way until I returned home, usually
without a trophy. There was always this guy that raced me with his Roadrunner.
Always seemed to beat me at the end of the track. Bummer! But I tried and tried
until I finally got a win over him. I raced that 4-4-2 for 2 summers before I gave it
up for a Fiat Sport Coupe. The gas crisis was about to hit New York as well as
other states and I just couldn’t afford to keep the Olds.
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For well over a year, before March 28, 1989 (the day I purchased my GTO) I wasn’t sure exactly what
brand of muscle car I was going to own, I just knew that I did want a muscle car. During that year, I
looked at 4-4-2’s, Stage I Buicks, and 454 Chevy’s. Finally, I thought about a GTO. Now, back in
1966 when I bought my 4-4-2, I didn’t even consider a GTO. Everyone had one! I wanted to be
different by upgrading to the next line of GM performance cars. Now, 22 years later, I decided that I
had to have “the original muscle car”. So began my search.
The first thing that I did was to join the GTO Association of Greater New York, which was
headquartered in Long Island. I attended a few meetings and met some great people that blew me
away with their knowledge of the GTO. Now, mind you, I had never been at a car club meeting of any
kind before. I found it hard to believe that these members lived and breathed the gospel according to
The Goat. They seemed to know everything about the GTO and I was hooked.
Suddenly, I had a collection of Pontiac and GTO books. I hadn’t decided what my favorite year was
but I knew it had to be black and a convertible since my first car was a black convertible. Each year
GTO had its own personality and looks. This was going to be a hard decision. I started buying
Hemmings at the newsstand and then ordered a subscription. At the same time, I was buying every
magazine on the newsstand that referenced classic cars. I couldn’t get enough.
I was told about a restoration shop in Long Island. As soon as I walked into the shop, there was a ’65
GTO convertible, black, black, black, 4-speed, tri-power. It was being completed and I loved it. Right
then and there I put down a deposit and signed for the rest. I was excited. I took my video camera
with me during that first week and showed it to the NY Club the following weekend at their meeting.
Someone noticed that the wheels on this car were not ‘correct’; seemed to have to many or too few
spokes and must be Chevy wheels. The group cautioned me to be very careful about buying this car.
My heart was broken (over wheels???) and I was not happy after leaving this meeting. I went back to
the resto shop and spoke to the owner. I told him about this wheel issue and he said that he would be
happy to replace them with the correct ones. I was still bummed out and requested my deposit back.
He said no problem. So, I got back my deposit and the search continued. To this day, I think that he
was happy to give me my money back because I purchased the car for $15k and someone else made
him a much better offer.
The next car I saw was a red ’64. I thought I’d better take someone with me this time. I found a guy
(Ray) in New Jersey that was selling parts and was very knowledgeable about GTO’s, especially ‘64’s
because he had owned many. We went to look at this car that was located in a garage/repair shop and
turned out to be the owner’s car. Another convertible, tri-power, 4-spee, but it was red. OK, by now I
could live with red. Ray looked at the codes and “numbers” (this was the first time I had ever heard
this term out of school) and he noticed that the color of the red paint did not match the red in the data
plate on the firewall. So, he cautioned me about buying this car and I passed on it. Would I ever be
able to find the “right” car? Why should this search be so difficult?
I finally decided that I loved the looks of the ’69 best of all. Over the next several months I looked at
many GTO’s in the New York area and beyond, even traveling to New Hampshire in the dead of
winter. This guy was nice enough to take his ’69 convertible out of the garage in the snow, even while
it was falling. Most memorable thing about this car was that it was painted Judge Orange which the
owner showed me was the correct color and the data plate verified this. I had no idea what I was
looking at. I was so ‘cautioned’ by this time that this was enough to pass on this car. I had read all
about the Judge with the orange paint so I believed that only the Judge had this color. To find a nonJudge with this paint made me think that this was not a color that was available in ’69.
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Back in New York City, working (?) for the U.S. Postal Service in the Computer and Systems
Department, I was busy at my desk looking at all the new ads on that Monday morning. I had business
acquaintances all around the country and I let everyone of them know that I was looking for a ’69 GTO
and would they please check their local papers and magazines for one that I might be interested in. So,
this day, I get a phone call from a co-worker in Washington, D.C. He says that he thinks he has found
my car. The ad read: “1969 GTO convertible, red, red, black top, $6,500”. I phoned the number at
9:30 that morning. The owner explained to me that the car was originally a 4-speed, but he had
converted it to an automatic so that his wife could drive it. That didn’t seem to be a deal breaker to
me. By 10:30 I was on a train headed for Baltimore. I told the owner that I would meet him at the
train station at 1:00 pm (I had called Penn Station to find out what the schedule was). I went to my
boss and told him that I was leaving early. I didn’t wait for an answer, just rushed out of the office. I
went to my bank and took out $6,500 in cash, walked 2 blocks to Penn station and arrived in Baltimore
on time. I walked out into the daylight and saw the GTO waiting for me. I was thrilled! Just what I
wanted! Well, almost. It was RED but by this time I was very flexible. We drove to his home. His
wife and children were there. He was in the middle of a divorce. By this time I had learned that
‘paperwork’ was important. So, he gave me as much as he had and after agreeing on a $6,300 price
tag, I had the keys and title in my hand. I got behind the wheel and felt like I owned the world.
The car had huge tires and rims on the back and little ones on the front. Looked like a real hot rod.
Driving through the tollbooths, I got my first “nice car” comments. With no problem at all, I got the
car home 5 hours later and put it in my garage. Finally! I owned a GTO!!
I wanted to bring the car back to a “numbers matching” original. Boy, did I have a very large learning
experience. Ed, the VP of the NY Club, went over every detail of the car with me. I learned that the
engine was a ’68 so that needed to be changed if I wanted the car to be “correct”. Oy, Vey!! THAT
was just the START. Over the next year or so, my car would be in various states of disrepair and
disorder from ordering completely new (and correct) interior, finding and changing the complete
engine (correct codes), new wiring harnesses, 4-speed, etc., etc., etc. My dining room looked like a car
parts store. You could not get to the table for months.
During this time, I tried to find out about previous owners of my GTO so that I would have a history of
my car. I wrote to the Maryland Motor Vehicle Bureau and they did supply me with one previous
owner. To this date, I have no idea how many people have owned my car. I did send away to Pontiac
Historical Society and received the expected information about my GTO. Although I did want to get
my car back to ‘original’, I realized that I could never do that. It was cost in-effective. One little part
here, another little part there, a more expensive part somewhere else and all these added up. I had to
stop and be happy with what I had. Finally, I gave in. And, I was OK with all of it. I really did love
my car.
During the installation of the newly rebuilt motor and transmission, the engine stand tilted forward and
landed on the rubber bumper. Ugh! Of course, I had to have it repaired at once and I did. Another
couple of hundred dollars. Oh, well. The car was finally completed after about a year and a half after I
drove it home from Baltimore. I was happy. The only time I really cried was on March 10, 1996 when
an accident occurred at 5:00 pm. I was at a dead stop when I looked in my rearview mirror and saw a
car coming at me while the driver was on a cell phone. I cringed as I watched him hit my left quarter
panel and bumper. The police arrive a few minutes later as I was wringing out the ‘crying towel’. Oh,
well. These cars were meant to be driven. Right?
Since the purchase I have saved just about every receipt for every part purchased as well as peoples’
names that have helped me in this quest. I am now on loose-leaf binder number 3. I have collected as
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much literature and magazines as I possibly could and learned a lot about GTO’s. I had to stop buying
’69 GTO models after purchasing about 50 of them. Unless, I just HAVE TO HAVE that model. I
wish these companies would stop putting out more and more models. It’s so addicting! (And, I have so
little willpower.) I have attended a number of National GTO and Pontiac events. I have made friends
over these past 16 years almost all in our GTO Club. I couldn’t have done it without you. THANKS
to YOUSE GUYS!
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The Presidents Scoop
By Tom Oxler
As my term draws to a close, I want to thank each and every member of the
Gateway GTO Club for the opportunity to serve you as President. I can truly say it has
been a very enjoyable experience for Terrie and I and hope it was just as enjoyable for
you. The cruises, our Prom Night, Drag Day, the Halloween Party, our many Dyno Days,
the many Conventions, our Cruises on Route 66 and our Chapter of the Year Award will
be lasting memories Terrie and I will always cherish. What we cherish the most is the
lasting friendships we have made with all of the members of our Club. I keep remarking
to Terrie about how much fun we have in this Club and how many friends we have made
through the years. The fun and friendships will continue as we continue our membership
in the greatest GTO Club ever, The Gateway GTO Club.
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Gateway GTO Activities
Winery Cruise
By Tom Oxler
For the past several years, we have been scheduling our annual Fall Wine Cruise in early
November to try and miss some of the large crowds usually found at the wineries in October.
And for the last several years, the weather has cooperated and this year, it was no exception.
The Sunday morning of
November 8th dawned to clear
skies and 70 degree
temperatures at 11:00 in the
morning, sixteen GTOs
arrived at Francis Howell
High School. After a short
visit with members, we
cruised on down Highway 94
to the Montelle Winery. We
were one of the first to arrive
at the winery and were able to
secure a great set of tables at
the edge of the very large
deck area overlooking the
Missouri River Valley. After
getting settled into our own
“Gateway GTO” section, everyone headed to the sampling room to purchase their favorite
beverage and food and returned to visit with members and friends.
Some of those in attendance: The Melroses, Blattels, the Ewens (Mike, Kathleen, Karen and
Ida Brunkhorst), Marty
Howard and Barbara, the
Huesgens with their daughter,
the Schotts also with their
daughter, the Lallys,
Mayweathers, the Mutz’ ,
Oxlers, Schneiders, Rich
Vies, the Friedmans, and
Shauna.
This has to be the largest
turn out ever for our annual
Wine Cruise. The winery
really filled up quickly but we
had the best section all to
ourselves. After sampling all
of the different wines and the
sandwiches, cheese and fruit,
folks began leaving around
4pm so no one had to drive
home in the dark.
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Gateway GTO Activities
Gateway GTO Christmas Party
By Chris Winslow
The Gateway GTO club Christmas
Party for 2009 was held at the Hawkins
House in Webster Groves, as it has
been for the past several years. Also as
in years past, Saundra Melrose had
done an outstanding job of organizing
the event and decorating the hall.
There was also a brief visit from Mr.
and Mrs. Claus.

After a great dinner, outgoing
president Tom Oxler presented the
awards for club participation in
2009. The third place winners was
Earl and Barb Lewis, the second
place winner was Marty Howard,
and the first place winners were Joe
and Bev Mayweather. Tom also
announced the new officers for the
club. They are President Mark
Melrose, Vice President-Missouri
Kerry Friedman, Vice PresidentIllinois Darrel May, GTOAA
Chapter Rep Steve Hedrick, and
Secretary Shauna Wollmershauser.
Following the club participation
awards, there was a special award
presented by Gail Schott to Terry.
Gail had made Terry leave before
receiving his first place popular vote
award at the GTOAA Co-Vention in
July. She presented the first place
plaque to Terry so that the whole
club could see it.
The next presentations were made by
incoming president Mark Melrose to
outgoing president Tom Oxler.
These presentations included an
award plaque and a few more
7

Gateway GTO Activities
humorous gifts. Tom returned the favor by presenting his officers with gifts in recognition of their
service.

After the presentations,
Tom and the incoming
officers recited a GTO
themed poem. This was
followed by a
presentation of Gateway
GTO embroidered
pillows to Tom and
Terrie Oxler by Mark
Melrose.
The next activity of the
evening was the rob
your neighbor gift
exchange. Marty
Howard led three active
rounds of gift swapping,
much of which focused around a Gateway GTO embroidered blanket and a few other interesting gift
items.
As in years past, the attendee thoroughly enjoyed the evening.
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2010 GATEWAY GTO
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Jan

17

GATEWAY GTO MEETING PIZZA PARTY 1pm Serra’s Pizza, 12218 McKelvey Rd,
Maryland Heights (CLUB SPONSORED)

Feb

3

GTO MEETING 7pm J.J.’s 1215 S. Duchesne, St Charles, Mo, 63301 (CLUB SPONSORED)

March 3

GTO MEETING 7pm J.J.’s 1215 S. Duchesne, St Charles, Mo, 63301 (CLUB SPONSORED)

April 4

EASTER CAR SHOW Muny Upper Parking Lot (CLUB SPONSORED)

May

7

GTO MEETING 7pm J.J.’s 1215 S. Duchesne, St Charles, Mo, 63301 (CLUB SPONSORED)

5

GTO MEETING 7pm J.J.’s 1215 S. Duchesne, St Charles, Mo, 63301 (CLUB SPONSORED)

SEE THE CALENDAR AT WWW.GATEWAYGTO.ORG

Classified Ads
1970-1971 GTO Spoiler
4 Speed Bell Housing
Crane Ram Air 4 Cam and Lifters
Contact Don Bright at dwbgto@hotmail.com
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Dan Behlmann

820 McDonnell Blvd.
Hazelwood, MO 63042
314-895-1600
800-892-8267
www.behlmann.com
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Specializing in Servicing Classic and Muscle Cars
- Engine Tuning
- Suspension Work
- Electrical Troubleshooting
- Guage Repair & Cleaning
- Vintage A/C Installation / Repair
- High-Performance
Upgrades
High-Pe

15% Discount on all services to GTO Club members

* Like to work on your GTO yourself? Ask us about how we can save you money on parts.

Elite Pro Streets is the
premier one-stop shop for
any automotive alteration
needs!
Dan the owner had a
vision:

A Chassis fabrication shop.
A Climate controlled engine
assembly room.
 A State-of-the art Paint Booth.



Services Offered:








Rear ends, roll cages and
headers-all custom fabricated
using MIG and TIG
welding.
NHRA Chassis certification.
Custom electrical.
Power adders like N20 and
forced induction.
Complete Restorations.
High Performance Engines.

Al “Fish” Fiquette heads a team that
can take your everyday driver and turn it
into a show car, update your race car to
meet current safety specifications, or just
add every ounce of horsepower that you
always dreamed your vehicle would have.
Whether your vehicle is a 60’s Muscle car, a
70’s cruiser, or a modern EFI technological
marvel, we can step in and make your
vision a reality

1013 Industrial Ct.
Moscow Mills, MO 63362
636-356-4644
www.eliteprostreets.com
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CAR

LIFE

HOME

Auto ● Home ●Life●Business
1309 Caulks Hill Rd
St. Charles, MO 63304
Bus: 636-926-3333 ER#: 636-219-4932
Fax: 636-441-2482
elewis@farmersagent.com

BUSINESS

Very Safe IRA’s and Roth IRA’s  Also Rollovers
www.farmersagent.com/elewis/

Earl has been serving the insurance industry for 30+ years.
Service and advice is his #1 priority.
Call Earl today and you could save up to 65% on your auto and home.
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GATEWAY GTO ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
President
Vice President Mo
Tom Oxler
Mark Melrose
450 Muirfield Dr
151 Plant Avenue
St Charles Mo 63304
Webster Groves Mo 63119
636-928-5548
314-968-3106
toxler@prodigy.net
mjmelrose@aol.com
Vice President IL.
Treasurer
Darrell May
Will Bowers
829 N. Metter
#1 Goshen Woods
Columbia Il 62236
Edwardsville IL. 62025
618-281-5884
618-659-0429
dpmay@htc.net
wwbdsb@yahoo.com
Secretary
GTOAA Chapter Rep.
Kerry Friedman
Steve Hedrick
11580 State Road WW
3676 Morgan Way
Dittmer, MO 63023
Imperial Mo. 63152
573-678-2353 636-942-4020
kfriedman@hughes.net s
hedrick@aol.com
Photo Album Editor
Club Events Chairman
Terry Oxler
Marty Howard
450 Muirfield Dr.
7 Newcastle CT
St. Charles Mo. 63304
St. Charles Mo. 63301
636-928-5548
636-724-8641
toxler@prodigy.net
nycgto@charter.net
Web
Newsletter Editor
Chris Winslow (Acting)
Chris Winslow
44 Marcus Drive
44 Marcus Drive
St. Peters Mo. 63376
St. Peters Mo. 63376
636-939-2770
636-939-2770
chriswinslow@charter.net chriswinslow@charter.net
Charity Chairman
Photographer
Bob Blattel
Chris Winslow
4564 Austin Knoll Court
44 Marcus Drive
St. Charles Mo 63304
St. Peters MO 63376
636-441-3141
636-937-2770
bob@blattels.com
chriswinslow@charter.net

Gateway GTO Association Photo Album
If you have photos of past events or if you take pictures
of future events that you think would be good for our
Photo Album, please put your name and date and a
description of the event on the back and send them to
the Photo Album Editor.
Advertising Guidelines
Classified ads up to 50 words are free to members; add
10 cents per word for any ad over 50 words. Payment is
due upon submission. (members need to update ads at 3
month intervals or ads will be dropped). Classified ads
up to 50 words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.
Advertising rates are:
$300 or more -Includes your logo on our Website
Home page, your logo and information on our Website
Sponsor page, and Website Related Links page, ½ page
ad in our Newsletter, and a trophy presented in your
name at the annual car show. $200 -Includes your logo
on our Website Home page, your logo and information
on our Website Sponsor page, and Website Related
Links page, and ½ page ad in our Newsletter. $50 Includes ½ page ad in our Newsletter and your logo and

information on our Website Related Links page. $35 Includes your logo on our Website Related Links page.
The Hood Scoop is published as an informative news bulletin to
keep our members up to date on past, present, and future events.
Gateway GTO Club Information
The Gateway GTO Association was initially formed in the summer
of 1984 by a group of seven. They all had a common interest in the
Original Muscle Car, the Pontiac GTO. As a form of
communication we publish a monthly newsletter called “The Hood
Scoop”. The purpose of this newsletter is to keep our members
informed of all upcoming activities as well as providing interesting
event coverage. The club meets every first Wednesday of the
month at J. J.’s Restaurant, 1215 S. Duchesne Rd, St. Charles, Mo.
63301.

Membership dues are $20.00 per year and all renewals are
required to be paid by December 31st. You are allowed to
have one associate member.

Club Sponsor

820 McDonnell Blvd.
314-895-1600
Hazelwood Mo. 63042
1-800-892-8267
www.behlmann.com

As a Gateway GTO member please consider joining the
GTO Association of America

The Gateway GTO Association
is an official chapter of the
GTO Association of America
www.gtoaa.org

Visit us at
www.gatewaygto.org
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11580 State Road WW
Dittmer, MO 63023

