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GTO of the Month
My GTO
By Steve Hedrick

Goat of the month this month is Steve’s 1967 Sport coupe. I was asked to
write a short story on the ’67, so here we go.
My name is Steve Hedrick I have been in the Gateway GTO club a few
years, 1985 just seem like yesterday. In that time we have owned a few
GTO’s. Since the age of 14 I have always had a least one GTO. Most of the
GTO’s I’ve owned were 68-70 round bodies.
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Sometime in the ‘90’s we ran across the ’67. I had never had a (long body)
GTO. So Tammy let me buy one more basket case GTO. At the time we had
a very nice 70 and spent a lot of time working and showing it. The 67 sat
around the house and I collected parts I knew it would need. With kids another GTO and a few sport trucks, not much got done on the ’67, it sat and
waited. Out of garage space we looked into expanding our garage, then into
building a new house. The 67 sat and waited. So after selling the house,
moving the hulk 67 GTO to our rental house with a garage, which turned
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out to be the farthest it had gone in a few
years. The 67 sat. After building our new
house and new garage we moved the 67 again,
guess what? due to house stuff the 67 sat.
Not sure when, but I decided the 67 had sat
long enough. We jumped into restoring the 67
with both feet. At first, the jump was a shock;
little did I know the water was deep. And man
was the long bodies different. There was a
learning curve, a big one. But with the help of
friends that have 67’s and a lot of studying
books, and cars at meets the car came together.
Friends and myself did all the work from the
frame up. After about a year, the car was coming along. The only thing left was the bodywork. I met a guy that wanted to do the 67 at
my house, which worked for 6mo. Then the
car sat. After about another 6 months I decided
to take it to a friend that owned his own body
shop. He agreed to take the car in as filler for
his regular bodywork. 6mo later the car was
painted and coming home.

shows and seen some cruising. It has been to
many GTOAA nationals and has won gold in
concours and many awards in poplar vote.
Over the years we have added a few things and
worked hard to maintain the finished look on
the car. One item I’m glad we added was the
red fender liners. I think they make the car
look great.
As you might know I love GTO’s and Tammy
thinks they come first but if she sits in a GTO I
love her just as much.
I do think an important part of my passion for
the GTO is GTOAA and Gateway GTO club.
To any person that cares what happens to our
GTO’s you have to care about these two clubs.
They will increase your knowledge and reward
you with many friends and you get to hang out
with some great cars.

A few guys in the club give me grief because I
trailer the car to shows out of town. I take that
in stride, one because we are very proud of the
So after about 10-12 years in the family it was 67 and also it sat in garages for the last 12
years if feels at home riding in an enclosed
finally ready to show.
trailer there.
Since the car was finished it has attended many
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The Presidents Scoop
By Mark Melrose

THANK YOU!
Please accept my very best wishes to you and yours for a joyous Holiday Season and a
safe and prosperous New Year. As 2011 comes to a close it is typically time to reflect upon
the year just ended and its relative successes and failures. Gateway GTO enjoyed a number of
successes in 2011 including the following annual stand-by Club Events: Dyno Day, Drag
Day, GTOAA Nats, POCI Nats, Corvette Autocross, Wheels In Motion Charity Car Show
and the November Wine Cruise. Several new Club Events took place that promise good fun
and future annual Club participation including: North County Cruise Nites, Behlmann All GM
Charity Car Show, Festus Main Street Cruise and the Fabulous Fall Movie Nite. A number of
other cruises, car shows and entertainment events were also available to members: Hannibal
Cruise, Ozarks Cruise, Pinball Wizard Nite, Mystery Dinner Theatre, and car shows like the
Ranken Car Show, the O’Fallon First Baptist Church and Olivet Missionary Baptist Church
Shows and the Route 66 Mother Road Festival.
From time to time members express their thanks to me for all I do for the Club. Thank
you, I truly appreciate your kind words but I am just a cog in the Club “machine” – a sparkplug if you will. Our members ARE the Gateway GTO Association. Without the commitment, hard work and support of the membership there would be no Club let alone the great
events we have come to know and enjoy. Gateway has terrific depth of membership and
breadth of capabilities within the membership, not to mention the unswerving commitments to
charity, fellowship and just plain fun. I’m sure I speak for the entire membership when I offer
heartfelt thanks to Kerry Friedman, Marty Howard, Tom Oxler, Earl Lewis, Bob Blattel and
Shauna Wollmershauser for their efforts in organizing and executing many of our events. Extra special thanks to Gateway’s “Orange T-Shirt Brigade” – members who unselfishly give of
themselves and work to ensure the success of Club Events from parking show vehicles to
tabulating popular vote ballots and even taking out the trash. We are all more than lucky to
belong to such a strong and vibrant Club – in effect we all belong and are accountable to each
other. Success is built from no better foundation.
Failures? Not everything the Club did or participated in was an unqualified success,
but failure is a pretty strong word. The only thing that really comes to mind as a “failure” was
our inability to bring “Mr. Pontiac”, drag racing legend Arnie Beswick, to the Club Drag Day
in October at the I-57 Dragstrip in Benton, IL. The Club did not have the financial wherewithal to support a worst-case weather scenario on Drag Day weekend and our concerns regarding participation were reasonably well-founded as we had 37 paid racers as opposed to
the 50-60 hoped for. We will be talking with Arnie again regarding his participation in our
2012 Drag Day and how to “beef-up” the event, so stay tuned.
I also want to take this opportunity to again thank all members who ran for Club offices, Since the incumbents were all re-elected the Club won’t need new business cards
printed and the org chart remains as-is, but it’s important to note the continuing level of mem-
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bership commitment to Club success – not one 2010-2011 officer dropped out of the running
and two of the six officers faced challenges for their positions. In some organizations this could
be construed as rumblings of discontent with officer performance, but for Gateway GTO it is
not strife but the opposite – indicative of membership commitment to Club success and a willingness to serve fellow members’ interests. Accordingly, special thanks to Terry Schott and
Brian O’Sullivan for accepting nomination and running on the ballot.
Last, but certainly not least, there are an “under-heralded “ number of members in Appointed Positions who work feverishly behind the scenes to add polish, professionalism and
fun. I’m referring to Chris Winslow (Newsletter Editor/Producer, Club Photographer and Webmaster), Marty Howard (Chief Entertainment Officer), Terrie Oxler (Club Scrapbook Editor/
Producer) and Bob Blattel (Club Charity Chairman). The support given to the Club by these
individuals is unparalleled – please let them know you appreciate their contributions.
On a final note, the Annual Club Pizza Party is January 15th at Ravanelli’s in Granite
City, IL (see the flyer in the following pages). Traditionally, this is the time to renew your
membership in Gateway GTO and for those of you not already members please consider joining
GTOAA as well (see the membership renewal form in the following pages or on the web site).
GTOAA offers its members technical expertise, participation in their annual convention, an
award-winning monthly publication The Legend and other direct Chapter support including Individual Event and Directors and Officers Insurance. GTOAA Chapter membership requirements rise to 55% in 2012 and Gateway is on the edge at 57%. Please make it a point to be a
GTOAA member, without their support our Club would not exist today.
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Gateway GTO Tech Article
LATE MODEL GTO BODY CONTROL MODULE HARNESS
ISSUE
By Chris Winslow
Many of you with the new generation GTO’s may have heard about strange electrical issues and
gremlins with these cars. It turns out that in many instances, these issues are caused by the harness that routes to the body control module chaffing through and shorting to the dash structure
behind the glove compartment.
Fortunately, if you catch this problem before the harness shorts, it is a fairly easy fix.
The first step is to gain access to the area behind the glove box to see if your car has a potential
problem. This is actually pretty easy if you know how to do it. The first step is to open the
glove box past the rubber stops. There is one rubber stop on each side of the glove box. I like
to just work the rubber stops out of the door. To do this, grasp them from the inside of the
glove box and pull them towards the inside of the globe box and down. They will slide out
pretty easily.

With the stops removed, the next step is to remove the glove box. Unlike most cars I have
worked on over the years, the glove box on this car just snaps into place. Essentially the pivot
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point on the right side is just
a plastic clip that snaps onto
a rod on the rear of the
glove box. To remove the
box, simply grasp the glove
box door with the door
about 1/3 of the way open
and then pull to the rear of
the car on the right hand
side. This will cause the
right pivot point to snap out
of the clip. It does not take
much force to pull this
loose, so don’t overdo it.
Once the right pivot point is
free, simply slide the glove
box to the right to free it from the left pivot point. At this point the glove box will be totally
free and can be set aside.
The next step is to get a good flashlight and look in the upper right hand corner of the dash area
exposed by removing the glove box. There you will see a large harnesses, approximately 1 ½
inches in diameter, running vertically. That is that harness that needs to be protected.
As can be seen from the photos of my car, the harness was riding hard against the structure behind the glove box. This structure has a very sharp edge facing towards the front of the car. In
the case of my car, which was manufactured in August of 2004 and has just under 18,000 miles,
the damage was not bad. The wear had not made it past the harness covering yet.
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There is no really good way to re-route this harness to get it way from the structure, so the only
way to address the issue is to add some protection to the harness. There are two ways to do
this. The first and most elegant solution would be to add caterpillar grommet to the structure.
This is a U shaped grommet strip that would snap onto the structure and cover up the sharp
edge. Unfortunately, this kind of grommet is a bit hard to come by in reasonable quantities, so
it is probably not a good option unless you happen to have some sitting around.
In my case, without any caterpillar grommet on hand, the second method was used. This
method uses a short section of hose that is split so that it can be placed over the harness. Once
the hose is worked into place, which actually takes some doing as this harness is stiff and was
riding the structure hard; a few tie straps are used to hold it in place.

With the harness now protected, all that is left is to replace the glove box. Installation is pretty
much reverse of removal. Just slide the glove box left pivot point into position and then press
the right had side of the glove box forward to snap the right pivot point back into position. After that work the two stops back into place and the job is done.
There is some disagreement in the late model GTO community as to whether this problem exists across model years. As mentioned above, it was still present in my 2004, which was built
at the very end of the 2004 model year run. I would think that the engine change for the 2005
model year would not have driven a significant change to BCM wiring behind the dash, so if I
owned a 2005 or 2006, I would check it just to be sure. The process for checking the harness
takes less than 5 minutes, so it will be time well spent if it saves shorting out the BCM.
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Gateway GTO Christmas Party
By Chris Winslow
The annual Gateway GTO Christmas party was held on December 10th. The location was our
usual location at the Webster Groves Barn in Webster Groves. The turnout for this years party was outstanding.

The catered buffet dinner included Italian Roast Beef, Sicilian Chicken, Rigatoni Alfredo, Rosemary
Roasted Potatoes, as well as
vegetables, salad, and garlic
bread. Deserts included homemade cannoli and a variety of
cookies, cakes, and my personal
favorite, fudge.
After dinner Saundra Melrose
entertained the group with a
Christmas trivia game where the
winners received Christmas nick
nacks from previous GTO
Christmas parties. Gateway
GTO’s CEO (Chief Entertainment Officer) was the judge and
moderator for the game.
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After the game, Gateway GTO president Mark Melrose made a few announcements. Mark first provided the results of the officer elections. He indicated that for the two positions that had more than one
person running the results were very close, but in the end all of the incumbent officers were elected for
another term.
The next order of business was the awarding of the trophies of the club points contest. This years winners were: Third Place—Terry Schott, Second Place—Earl Lewis, and First Place Joe Mayweather.

With the announcements made and awards presented, it was time for the main event of the evening, the Rob Your Neighbor gift exchange.
This year there were a number of very interesting gifts. Probably the most unusual was a
plunger with a chrome plated shift lever for a
handle. This gift was originally opened by Earl
Lewis. Barb had an interesting idea of what to
do with it once Earl opened it.
Some of the other gifts included a tiger striped
hand bag, a variety of LED work lights, a shop
vac, and an blanket with the Gateway GTO logo
on it.
In my case, I was fortunate enough to initially
open a framed original Pontiac wide track
magazine ad from the 1960s. Unfortunately for
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me, it turned out to be one of the most popular gifts and I lost it early in the second round. In a strategic
move, largely designed to assure that I did not wind up with the tiger striped purse, I ended up laying
low for the rest of the game with a nice 1965 GTO 1/18 scale model.
Saundra Melrose and her supporting elves once again pulled off a great year end event for the club.
Everyone had a great time. Next up is the Pizza party— See you all in January.
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2011 GATEWAY GTO
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Nov

2

GTO MEETING 7pm J.J.’s 1215 S. Duchesne, St Charles, Mo, 63301 (CLUB SPONSORED)

6

Club Wine Run to Montelle Winery. Meet at Francis Howell High School at 10:30(CLUB
SPONSORED)

Dec

10

Club Christmas Party at Hawken House in Webster Groves, MO, details to follow. (CLUB
SPONSORED)

Jan

15

Gateway GTO Pizza Party 1-5PM at Ravanelli’s Restaurant, 3 American Village, Granite City,
IL. Click Here for a map. (CLUB SPONSORED) PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS A NEW
LOCATION FOR THIS EVENT!!!!

SEE THE FULL CALENDAR AT WWW.GATEWAYGTO.ORG

Gateway GTO Classifieds
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820 McDonnell Blvd.
Hazelwood, MO 63042
314-895-1600
800-892-8267
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Classic Performance
Restorations and Detailing

Specializing in American Muscle Car
restoration and repair
Services:










Premium car cleaning and detailing
Total frame off restorations—
Body, paint, interiors, seat covers,
& headliners
Engine rebuilds
Transmission rebuilds
Carburetor rebuilds
Brakes and suspensions
Exhaust and electrical
Free safety checks by appointment

All work is performed by dedicated classic car enthusiasts who
take pride in their work and treat every car as their own

Premium Detail Special

Hand wash exterior
Hand was and polish exterior
Clean sills and Jambs
Clean, Dress & Shine Tires & wheels
Clean & shine all glass inside and out
Clean interior and vacuum
Work performed at our place or yours
$100
Proprietors — John Novelli, Rich Goldschmidt & Chris Simmons

314-495-0332
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CAR

BUSINESS

LIFE
Auto ● Home ●Life●Business
1309 Caulks Hill Rd
St. Charles, MO 63304
Bus: 636-926-3333 ER#: 636-219-4932
Fax: 636-441-2482
elewis@farmersagent.com
Very Safe IRA’s and Roth IRA’s  Also Rollovers
www.farmersagent.com/elewis/

Earl has been serving the insurance industry for 30+ years.
Service and advice is his #1 priority.
Call Earl today and you could save up to 65% on your auto and home.
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GATEWAY GTO ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
President
Mark Melrose
151 Plant Avenue
Webster Groves Mo 63119
314-968-3106
mjmelrose@aol.com
Vice President IL.
Darrell May
829 N. Metter
Columbia Il 62236
618-281-5884
dpmay@htc.net
Secretary
Shauna Wollmershauser
1948 A Sidney Street
St. Louis, MO 63104
636-734-0690
littlemissek@gmail.com
Photo Album Editor
Terry Oxler
450 Muirfield Dr.
St. Charles Mo. 63304
636-928-5548
toxler@prodigy.net
Web
Chris Winslow (Acting)
44 Marcus Drive
St. Peters Mo. 63376
636-939-2770
chriswinslow@charter.net
Charity Chairman
Bob Blattel
4564 Austin Knoll Court
St. Charles Mo 63304
636-441-3141
bob@blattels.com

Vice President Mo
Kerry Friedman
11580 State Road WW
Dittmer, MO 63023
573-678-2353
kfriedman@hughes.net
Treasurer
Will Bowers
#1 Goshen Woods
Edwardsville IL. 62025
618-659-0429
wwbdsb@yahoo.com
GTOAA Chapter Rep.
Steve Hedrick
3676 Morgan Way
Imperial Mo. 63152
636-942-4020
shedrick@aol.com
Club Events Chairman
Marty Howard
7 Newcastle CT
St. Charles Mo. 63301
636-724-8641
nycgto@att.net
Newsletter Editor
Chris Winslow
44 Marcus Drive
St. Peters Mo. 63376
636-939-2770
chriswinslow@charter.net
Photographer
Chris Winslow
44 Marcus Drive
St. Peters MO 63376
636-937-2770
chriswinslow@charter.net

Gateway GTO Association Photo Album
If you have photos of past events or if you take pictures of future events that you think would be good
for our Photo Album, please send them to the
newsletter editor.

Advertising Guidelines
Classified ads up to 50 words are free to members; add 10
cents per word for any ad over 50 words. Payment is due
upon submission. (members need to update ads at 3 month
intervals or ads will be dropped). Classified ads up to 50
words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.

Gateway GTO Club Information
The Gateway GTO Association was initially formed in the
summer of 1984 by a group of seven. They all had a common interest in the Original Muscle Car, the Pontiac GTO.
As a form of communication we publish a monthly newsletter called “The Hood Scoop”. The purpose of this newsletter is to keep our members informed of all upcoming activities as well as providing interesting event coverage. The club
meets every first Wednesday of the month at J. J.’s Restaurant, 1215 S. Duchesne Rd, St. Charles, Mo. 63301.

Membership dues are $20.00 per year and all renewals
are required to be paid by December 31st. You are allowed to have one associate member.

Club Sponsor

820 McDonnell Blvd.
314-895-1600
Hazelwood Mo. 63042
1-800-892-8267
www.behlmann.com

The Hood Scoop is published as an informative
news bulletin to keep our members up to date on
past, present, and future events.
Advertising rates are:
$100 – Full page (Color or Black and White) ad in
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to
your website from our Related Website Link space.
$50 – ½ page (Color or Black and White) ad in our
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to
your website from our Related Website Link space.
$25 – Business Card (Color or Black and White) ad
in our monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12
months, your logo on our Website Sponsor page,
and a link to your website from our Related Website Link space.

As a Gateway GTO member please consider joining the
GTO Association of America

The Gateway GTO Association
is an official chapter of the
GTO Association of America
www.gtoaa.org

Visit us at
www.gatewaygto.org
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1948 A Sidney Street
St. Louis, MO 63104
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